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Minutes from a meeting of Cropthorne Parish Council held on Monday 11 January 2021 at 7pm Conducted

via Zoom

1. PRESENT:
Chairman B Annis Vice Chairman S Smythe Clir M Rowell Cllr J King
Clir R Segar County Clir E Eyre 1 member of the public
Clerk L Yapp

2. APOLOGIES - Clir Clive and District Cllr Rowley

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Clir King - Village Hall

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — Minutes from previous meetings were approved and signed — proposed CliIr
Rowell, seconded ClIr King - all in favour

5. PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME - No comments were made at this time but interaction during the agenda
items for dicsussion

6. PLANNING/ENFORCEMENTS:

Kimberleys Field — Parishioner in attendance reported on recent activity at the site over Xmas
20/02151 - Evesham Vale Caravan Park — to vary condition 4 to allow private static caravan owners
to extend the season — approved by WDC

20/02133 - Severn Acres, Main Road — 2 x new gypsy plots comprising 1 x static and 1 x touring
caravan and 2 x utility blocks + retrospective permission for new day room — awaiting decision by
wDC

20/02439 — Maple Wood, Brook Lane — variation of Condition 2 (16/02510) - awaiting decision by
wDC

20/02694 - Land at (OS 9944 4479), Brook Lane — application for Permission in Principal for a self-
build dwelling — awaiting decision by WDC

A point was raised with regard the ‘small pockets’ of land that could become available within
Cropthorne and that there was a possibility that these may be purchased and used for additional
traveller sites. CliIr Eyre advised that a Traveller and Travelling Show People consultation would be
forthcoming in the future and this would give the Parish Council the opportunity to comment
accordingly.

7. VILLAGE HALL - ClIr King reported that she would be shortly moving out of the village and was in the
process of handing over to her successor. There was nothing further to report. Clir Eyre commented that
there may be further financial support available, but nothing had been released at the time of the meeting.

8. HIGHWAY MATTERS :

Smokey Lane Junction - Clir Annis had been out to speak to the landowner, and it was felt that the
spoils could be easily removed with a grab lorry and skip. The landowner was keen to get this
resolved as soon as possible. Clir Eyres reported that an officer from WCC would go out and assess
the problem.

Smokey Lane Speed Limit —the clerk had been contacted by a resident of Smokey Lane who was
concerned that the ‘no through road’ had a limit of 60mph and had contacted WCC direct. An
initial email had been sent by the resident to Highways England, who had then referred this to
WCC. ClIr Eyre reported that, unfortunately, due to the lack of dwellings this was unlikely to be
changed.

Field Barn Lane Junction with B4084 - ClIr Annis had visited the end resident to see if he would cut
back the hedge at the junction as it was restricting visibility when pulling out onto the B4084.
Whilst at first the resident advised that he was more than happy to carry this out, he has since back
to the parish council and asked for an ‘official request / notice ‘ to come from WCC before he
carries out works. ClIr Eyre advised that an officer from WCC would g0 out and assess the situation
fully. Cllr Annis was concerned about any liability should there be an accident at the junction (as
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e there has been in the past) — ClIr Eyre advised we just wait until this has been looked at by WCC
Highways.

e Flooding Brook Lane - following recent flooding at the bottom of Brook lane, the lengthsman has
been out and cleared the debris from the culvert. The landowner died just before Xmas and it was
agreed that in the circumstances, and to reduce the risk of further flooding, that we ask the LM to
carry out these works. A comment made by resident of Brook lane, was that the culvert on the
B4084 (which services the water off Bredon Hill and enlarged after the road collapse / floods in
2007) was possibly too big, and this impacted on the properties at the bottom of Brook Lane. Clir
Eyre asked if a grill in front of the Brook Lane culvert would help, but Clir Smythe disagreed. The
clerk would send ‘before and after’ photographs of the culvert in Brook Lane with a suggestion that
this needs further investigation with WCC

¢ Footway, Brook Lane - the clerk had received a couple of phone calls / emails and photographs re
the footway in Brook Lane, which is gradually being encroached with grass. Thiswasa H & S issue
due to the number of children that need to use this route for the school bus. The clerk had asked
the LM to attend to this

9. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT — had been circulated to Clirs and attached.

10. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR — ClIr Rowley had given apologies and was unable to attend meeting due to a prior
commitment

11. PROGRESS REPORTS:

a) Lengthsman - The clerk reported that following latest instruction from WCC, the LM was now to revert
back to the Covid Risk Assessment. The LM had been made aware of this

b) New Home Bonus — The clerk is almost at the stage to submit the application to WDC for the NHB
funds. There had been several questions put to the clerk (which had been forwarded to Corran Dean
and answered). The replies had been reported back to the parish council and those that raised the
questions, and nothing further has been asked for. The clerk is just waiting for Corran Dean to confirm
the total project cost, and the cost of this part. This is the last bit of information required. The
application will be considered by WDC in March

c) Community Infrastructure Levy Fund — The clerk reported that there was approximately 3 years left to
spend this fund. ClIr Eyre suggested the purchase of planters as a traffic calming option. Cllr Annis
suggested improvements to the footway by the church wall, and would take some photographs to be
sent to Clir Eyre. Clir Eyre reported that she was still waiting on passing bays for Field Barn Lane.

d) Speeding — Community Speed Watch —the clerk is still waiting to hear from the CSW team and would
chase this up. ClIr Eyre reported that the 30mph in Neigh Lane cannot be extended but she in
investigating whether the footway can be extended

e) Bollards Lower Croft — Nothing further to report

f) War Memorial — Nothing further to report

12. FINANCE
(a) Payments made since the last meeting/for authorisation

1037 Lengthsman September 166.00
1038 Lengthsman October 144.00
1039 Poppy Appeal Donation 50.00
1040 Sheppey Works 8338.80
SO Clerks Expenses 16.22
SO Clerks Salary 343.80
1041 Clerks PAYE 14.20
1042 Lengthsman November 144.00
SO Clerks Salary 344.00
SO Clerks Expenses 16.22
1043 Dog Waste Bin Emptying 90.97

Current account balances:
(incl. unpresented cheques) £ 28,073.39 (Incl. s106 Monies)
Deposit account: £5,022.20
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13.

14.

16.

(b) Budget / Precept request 2021/22 — the clerk had presented a draft to Clirs proposing an increase by
6.7%, very slightly less than last years. The Clerk had also asked Clirs to consider an increase in the
hours worked, from 28 per month to 30 per month, due to the ever-increasing workload. Clirs Annis
& Segar both commented that historically, the parish council had made no increase at all in the precept, or
purposely kept it very low. A proposal was made to (i) increase the clerks hours (which would take effect
from April 2021) to 30 per month, and (ii) to accept the draft budget, proposed Clir Segar, seconded Clir
Annis — all in favour

(c) CIL Statement — the clerk reported that she had completed and returned the CIL Statement as
requested by WDC

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE - Covered in ClIr Eyres report attached

COMMUNITY FIBRE PARTNERSHIP — Clir Segar reported that he had received interest from 103 properties.
However, it appears that Open reach have also included Bricklehampton and Charlton (including
Heathworks on the B4084) which will have a massive impact of the % or properties that have signed up and
affect the grants available. Clir Segar is in communication with the Open Reach/ WCC and Clir Eyre said she
would look into the reasoning why the villages should be ‘grouped’. Thanks were paid to Clir Segar for
getting this scheme off the ground

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE / DONATION - Clir Annis had laid the wreath at the Memorial on behalf of

the parish council

15,

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS / FUTURE DISCUSSION:

e The clerk had been contacted by a resident of Middle Lane, asking what was going to happy to area
of garden which had seemingly been left in an untidy state — It was reported that due to poor
weather work had stopped, but there was a skip due to go out imminently

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 1° February 2021 at 7pm
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